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towards the convent. But the gate was no longer in its old 
place, and the monastery was changed in its appearance ; it 
was greater in extent, and the buildings were more numerous. 
A plane-tree which he had himself planted near the chapel a 
few months before, covered the sacred building with its foUage. 
Overpowered with astonishment the monk ai^proached the 
new entrance, and rang gently. . But it was not the same 
silver beU, the sound of which he knew so well. A yoimg 
brother opened the door. 

" "What has hajjpened i" asked Alfus ; " is Antony no 
longer the porter of the convent r" 

" I don't know such a person," was the reply. Alfus rubbed 
his eyes in astonishment. 

" Am I then mad ?" he exclaimed. " Is not this the monas- 
tery of Olmutz, which I left this morning " 

The young monk looked at him. 

" I have been porter here for five years," was the rejoinder, 
" and I do not remember to have ever seen you." 

A number of monks were walking up and down the cloisters. 

Alfus ran towards them, and called them ; butnone answered. 

He went closer, but not one of them could he recognise. 

" Has there been a miracle here r" he cried. " In the name 

of heaven, my brothers, has none of you ever seen me before r 

Does no one know Brother Alfus r " 

All looked at him with astonisliment. "Alfus ! " at last said 
the oldest; "there was formerly a monk of that name at the 
convent. I used to hear the old men, long ago, when I was 
young, talking of him. He was a leai'ned man, but a dreamer, 
and fond of solitude. One day he descended into the valley, 
and was lost sight of beliind the wood. They expected him 
back in vain. He never returned, and none knew what be- 
came of him ; but it is now a hmidred yeai-s or more since 
that." 

At these words Alfus uttered a loud crj-, for he understood 
it all ; and falling on his knees, he lifted up his hands and 
exclaimed with feryoui', — 

" niy God ! it has been thy will to show me my folly in 
comparing the joys of earth with those of heaven. A centmy 
has roUed over my head as a single day, while listening to the 
bu-d which sings in thy paradise. I now understand eternal 
happiness. O Lord, be gracious imto me, and pardon thme 
tmworthy servant." 

Having thus spoken, Brother Alfus extended hi.s arms, 
kissed the gi-otmd, and died. 



THE ROUGH HOME AT HORN, 
NEAR HAMBURG. 
In England, "Bagged Schools" are now universally known, 
though as yet they are only partially established. The benevo- 
lent efforts, however, in which they originated and to which 
they have led, have occasioned the laying open of a sore in the 
social body very grievous and very alarming. At the bottom 
of the lowest stratum of English society there is a thick layer of 
foulness, which, if not removed, must produce most deleterious 
conseqt\ences. Only hy education can that ignorance, vice, 
and depravity be put away. "Salience is to come the education 
that will sweep our streets ? This is the problem that now 
presses for a solution. It is a problem of fearful aspect. It is 
a problem of growing importance. Perhaps some aid towards 
a practical solution may be afforded, if we report that which 
Chi-istian benevolence has achieved in the Rough Home {Das 
Rauhe Ham) at Horn, near Hamburg. 

The Rough Home is a ragged school on a large scale. It is 
a ragged school, or rather a sy.stem of ragged schools, on a 
well-developed plan. The founders of the Rough Home were 
Christian men of all ages and conditions, who formed them- 
selves into a society, in order to ^isit the poor in their homes, 
and, while ministering to their bodUy necessities, offer them 
spiritual instruction and solace. This was a noble aim. Under- 
taken from Clu-istian motives, and execvited in a Christian 
spuit,— a spii-it, that is, of warm and tender sympathy,— the 
mission led to most desu-able results. 

At a meeting of the members of this society, held on the Sth 



of October, 1832, a ^vish was expressed for the foundation of 
an establishment which should serve as a house of refuge for 
destitute and depraved chilcU-en, and such as were likely to 
become so. If this was a good it was also a bold idea. 
"Whence were the means to come? The projectors abounded 
not in silver and gold. But having a good aim and ijossessing 
benevolent hearts, thej' made or found, or rather both made 
and found, a way to seciu'e their object. 

A stranger who knew nothing of their plan, put at the dis- 
posal of a member of the union a hundi-ed dollars, which he 
intended for some charitable jjiu-pose. This small sum w-as 
the capital of the new establishment. The receipts of the 
money had to be openly attested, "^^here was the person 
whose name would be a guarantee to the public that it would 
be properly expended ? A member of the senate, by name 
Hudtwalker, undertook the responsibility. The Rough Home 
in consequence received " a habitation and a name." The 
same pei'son was executor under a mil b)' which 17,500 mai'k.s 
were bequeathed for a house of refuge. Ho appropriated 
the sum to the Rough Home, though the actvial payment of 
it was delayed by legal opposition. Meanwhile a periodical, 
the Bergedorf Messenger, was established in order to make 
known the objects of the institution, and to sohcit support. 
The fii-st Number, is.sued in January 1833, had a smin-ising 
influence. A lady presented a hundi'ed marks ; young women 
united together with a view of collecting small contribvttions 
on its behalf ; a working shoemaker gave all his savings ; 
similar gifts were bestowed by an unluiown hand. The SjTidic 
Siveking gave a dilaijidated house, which he had put iiito 
repair. 

The last present removed a great obstacle. Here was money 
and here was a home ; but where was the mind that could 
make these outward thuigs accomplish a gi'eat inward work r 
The mind, too, was ready; In a young divbiity student, 
named J. H- "VS''icheni, all saw " the right man." To the 
office ■ "Wichem had a call. Together with his mother, he 
entered the house on November 1, 1833, and immediately 
'received three boys imder his care. By the end of the j'car 
the number had increased to twelve. In the corurse of the 
next year the boys took do'w'n and removed a wall which enclosed 
.the building, and so gave to the world a visible proof that the 
Rough Home was a house of &ee love, an establishment 
which did not nist, and covild not endure any mere material 
restraint. The fame of the school grew and spread. 
Applications for admissions became numerous. Without 
more room those applications must be i-ejectcd. The boys who 
iralled clown, could also build up. With one heart they applied 
to the task, and constructed a ncAv house, called from the style 
of the architectm-e, " The Sviiss Hoxise." Happy day ! it 
came at last. On the 20th of Iu.ly, 183i, "Swiss House" 
was consecrated and oj^ened. A new family of twelve was 
fonhed, and at its head was placed a Swiss, named Joseph 
. Baumgartner. By May,' 183.5, two more houses were set apart 
for the work of moral rescue. As yet, boys oilly had been 
oared for. "\Visely was it resolved to extend the succotu- to 
girls. A new home was foimded. This home was to be pre- 
paratory, a sort of stepping-stone from the slough of the streets 
to the order and comfort of the Rough Home. Eor this pur- 
pose, boys as well as girls were admitted ; and the rather be- 
cause it was intended to serve as a school of practical house- 
\\ifery — a woman's world, where girls could be trained for 
service and for cottage duties, becoming, instead of wTctched 
sti-eet-wallcers, useful sers-ants and happy mothers. The aim — 
a very wise and a verj' high aim — the cMef aim of the estab- 
Ushment, is declared in the name given to it by "Wichern, who 
called it "Das Mutterhaus," the mother-house, that is, a ti'ain- 
iiig school for mothers, a school for educating poor destitute 
girls so as to make them good mothers. Tliis, we repeat, was 
a noble aim. This method of assailing evil at its centre, and 
promoting good ii-om its source, is very admirable, and must 
have proved very effectual. 

On the 29th of October, 1835, the Mother-house was set 
apart for its service by the solcnmities of public worship. 
Twelve girls and thu-ty-three boys formed the establishment. 
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Tlie originator of these homes, Wichera, had from the fii-st 
recognised in labour an effectual means of moral renovation 
and progress. Labom-, therefore, formed an essential part of 
their routine. Out of a small germ that labour- soon pro- 
duced shoots, branches, and fruits. During the iirst v.'uiter 
the inmates busied themselves chiefly ^^ith hand labom' — 
such as cookmg, washing, and other domestic duties ; but 
they also laboured in the garden, at the walls, and on 
the public ways. Bad and severe weather, however, 
often kept them confined within doors for hours, and even 
daj's. Then sufficient emplojrment was not to be had. What 
was to be done ? Boys have eyes, and their minds are inven- 
tive. The boys in the Mother-house seized an old Canadian 
poplar that gi-ew in the garden, and, ^viih a rusty saw and a 
large knife, the only tools they could command, converted the 
tree into slippers. Their labours gradually exteilded theiri- 
selves. They formed a rope-yard; they set up a joiner's 
bench ; they built an oven ; they fitted up a room for tailors ; 
ahvays keeping utility in view. At the same time agriculture 
went forwards ; the cormtry around began to smile, and the 
institution enjoyed the sweet fiaiits of industry. The year 
1839 was a season of rejoicmg in the Bough Home. American 
bounty supplied means for realising a wish long entertained, 
and a chapel was bvdlt. This chapel contained, besides a house 
of prayer, dwellings, schools, and a library. In all the requi- 
site labom-s the scholars took part. Without foreign aid, 
solely by the scholars and the teachers of the establishment, 
was what was appropriately called " The Bee-hive" con- 
structed. In ensuing years more land ivas pm-chased, aird a 
printiiig-house, as well as another giils' school, was erected. 
Five-and-twcnty friends lent a small sum for the outfit of the 
printing-house, and on the 2nd of February, of the year 1841, 
appeared the first specimen of prhiting by the Hough Hoiiie. 
It was the 23rd Psalm. How appropriate the words, " The 
Lord is my shepherd, I shall iiot want !" In two years the 
printing establishment had so gi'oiiii as to afford employment 
for t%venty persons. In order to obtain resom-ces for other 
bixilduigs and establishments, Wichem appealed to pxiblic 
benevolence, and received a very satisfactory reply. He built 
fishing-huts ; a place for bookbinding ; a place for lithography ; 
an agricultm-al school ; a public washhouse ; and a cabin for 
herdsmen. In 1851, a boarding-school and general seminary 
was designed and begun, which probably is by this time 
ready to receive pupils. In 1850 Wichei-n built a house for 
liiniself, which is so situated as to give liim a residence in the 
centre of these several establishments, where he dwells as a 
father in the midst of his ehildi'en ; sm-rounded by happy 
faces and piu-e hearts, and surrotmded also by Useful work- 
shops and institutions — all, for the most part, the achievements 
and the rewards of his own wise, steady, and iscrsevcring 
benevolence. 

In the Rough Home there are two institutions ; a House of 
Rescue for childi'cn, and a Brotherly Union, comiected with 
the German Home Missions. The former receives childi'en, 
not onlj' from Hamburgh, but also from Germany, Holland, 
and Denmark. Every child has to pass thr-ough a novitiate ; 
before he enters the famUy he is made acquainted with the 
spii'it of the establishment, and prepared to live in futm-e in a 
raamrer worthy of his nature and his opportunities. Twelve 
childi-eir make a family. Over every family is a member of 
the Brotherly Union. That brother constantly lives in and 
with his family : he is their father ; he is theu' instructor. 
Haraig rmder Ms care a small number, he can and does act 
dh-ectly and powerfully on the character and the life of each 
pupU. Labom- and prayer are interwoven : even the recre^ 
ations of the Rough Home are pervaded by the spirit of 
religion. The effect is not sadness, but a seenrly cheerfulness. 
Joy and pleasure are there in all theu- hilarity, and never in 
theu- excess. 

The different establishments in operatibii arc, tlu-ee for tai- 
lors ; two for shoemakers ; one for slippei-inakers ; a wool- 
spmning for boys ; a pottery; a printing-house ; a bookbinding- 
house ; and a shop for lithography. The tliree last receive 
work from withoxit ; the rest labour- only to supply the wmits 



of the Rough Home. There are other pvirsuits— such as 
baking, painting, stonemasoirry. The girls are ■ employed 
about the house ; or they wash, they cook, they ply the 
needle. 

A strUcmg object is the noble room set apart for domestic 
prayer. Summer and winter it is decorated -srith flowers. 
Daily, the middle is filled with childi-en ; on the left sit the 
boys, on the right the girls ; they are surrounded by the adults 
of the establishment. At one end is an elevated chapel, where 
stands the organ. -At the other end is the place for the father 
of the family, who leads the w-orship, and for the reader ; also 
for the Lord's Supper Table ; behind which are the boys who 
take part iir the ser-sdce. On the table lies a large Family 
Bible— an emblem of the faith, hope, and charity of the house. 
The boys and girls are divided into two rows, according to 
their condition in regard to baptism and c'onfirmation. Each 
row is attended bj' officers, who lead them in the part which 
they have to perform in the litm-gical service of the place. 

Among the festivals of the Rough Home is the festival of 
labour-. A bold, but a noble conception ! A rest froin labour 
to rejoice in the power of labouring ! The hands quiet, that 
the heart may beat more freely with joy and gratitude ! Men 
who can rejoice thus are prepared to labom- wisely aiid well ! 
Between 1833 and 1850 this festival was held but twice. The 
pupils laid aside their employments, in order io sho-vv their 
friends visible proofs of the progress they had made. Pupils 
who had quitted the house sent presents from a distance to 
contribute towai-ds the festiidties. 

In the seventeen years of which Wichei-n gi-ves some account 
in his " Festbiiehlien " (small festival-book), the Rough 
Home had completely recovered and -svell- trained 195 boys 
and gu-ls. That number had beeri sent forth into the world. 
One hundred more remained in the institution; and were 
undergoing its mild i-efbmiatory and effectually rfestorative 
discipline. Those who had quitted that happy home were not 
lost fi-om sight. A kindred establishment, holding meetings 
in the evenmg, in the city of Hamburg, gather the young ones 
into its bosom, and shelters them fr-om the evil that is in the 
world. Those who go to other cities are commended to the care 
of men of like spirit. The Rough Home has formed workmen 
of all kinds — agricultural labom-ers, sailors, tradesmen ; and 
very rarely does it happen that one of its pupils falls back into 
the practices from which he had been snatched. 

The Brotherly Union, which is connected with the Rough 
Home, receives xmder its fostering care adults whose purpose 
it is to laboiu- in some field of benevolence ; it may be to take 
charge of children in the Houses of Refuge ; it may be to 
minister to prisoners, or to the needy ; it may be to disperse 
Bibles, and other religious books ; or to perform the duties of 
city missionaries ; or to give succour to emigrants ; or to 
mmgle in labour with the labourers on the roads, in work- 
shops, &c., that they may carry the spirit; and, if possible, the 
power of religion into the intercourses cif men and the pursuits 
of the world. Up to the end of 1850, eighty brothers had gone 
forth fi-om the Institution, who now are engaged, as just de- 
scribed, in various parts of the continent, and even on this side 
the Atlantic. 

Wichern, who is the heart and the soul of this system, is a 
man of energy, judgment, and benevolence. If he has in his 
thoughts less novelty than Pestalozzi, he has far more power 
of execution. Possessing the sympathies which prompt the 
desu-e for usefrilness, he possesses also the wisdom which 
devises plans for its attainment ; and, moreover, possesses the 
practical skiE which knov/s how to carry good plans into 
effect. The last is, perhaps, the rarest quality ; and scarcely 
ever has this high endowment been found in fuller develop- 
ment or greater perfection than in the founder, the educator, 
the father of the Rough Home. Ready with his pen as well 
as his tongue, Wichern has by the works he has published, 
and i^articularly his "Flying Leaves," greatly coMtributed to 
make Ms efforts lurown ; to make their real airii Understood ; 
to exhibit their operation, tendency, and actual results ; and to 
cause them to be taken up and carried on in otlier parts of the 
world. 



